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The above quoted article published in the Windhoek Observer Friday, 02 September 2016 
edition refers. The City of Windhoek Council meetings proceedings are open to the public 
and the media except on items that are discussed under separate cover (in camera) as 
per section 14(2) of the Local Authorities Act, 1992 (Act 23 of 1992). Section 14(2) of the 
Local Authorities Act 23 of 1992 inter alia states that “every meeting of a local Authority 
Council shall be open to the public except on any matter relating to;

(ii) the institution of legal proceedings by, or opposition of any legal proceedings instituted 
against a local authority council, unless the local authority council by a majority of at least 
two third of its members present at the meeting in question determines such meeting to 
be so open. 

The members of the council did not opt to vote hence the matter was not open to the 
public as it was a legal matter. The information contained in the said article is inaccurate 
and factually baseless; it is regrettable to note that a member of the Council opted to 
discuss this matter with the media and against the ethics of Council despite the fact that 
the said member of council staged a walk-out during the said council meeting. 

The article went further quoting that “sources within the City say that the executive are in 
support of the deal because they might have been promised some shares in the deal”. 
This statement is unfounded, reckless, malicious and defamatory. This matter is still sub 
judice at this stage and the council members have opted that this matter be discussed 
in camera.


